Dream, Spill, Fear, Percussion

Music and kinetic sculpture merge in the
percussion compositions of Erik Griswold.

In Spill a large cone-shaped pendulum swings
through the space, gently spilling out 20 kilos of
rice grains. The solo performer humbly offers
bowls, temple bells, rice paper and other
sounding materials to produce delightfully
unexpected rhythms. “Strings Attached (1999) -
for six snare drummers magnifies the small performance gestures normally
associated with that instrument by means of an inventive system of attached
strings that enables an audience almost literally to see the music...If the strings
are brightly illuminated against a black background, the effect is not of rope, but
of waves of white light that exactly mirror the sounds of the piece” (Steven
Schick, The Percussionist’s Art). In Fear three pulsating gongs reflecting harsh
searchlights create a sense of foreboding

Brisbane’s Clocked Out joins forces with Melbourne’s Speak Percussion to
present these groundbreaking works and other evocative music for prepared
piano and percussion.

Dream, Spill, Fear, Percussion was premiered at the Incinerator in Melbourne as
part of the Big West Festival, where it was recorded for ABC Classic FM.
Strings Attached has been performed at major festivals in New York, Los
Angeles, Mexico City, Chengdu and many other international venues.

“Through the intricately choreographed score of rolls and accents, the quivering
ropes suggested gusts of wind or sound wave phenomena, in what became a
percussion tour de force and kinetic sculpture all in one."

- Josef Woodard, Los Angeles Times

"For those brave enough to weather the [Bang on a Can Marathon] in its entirety,
two of the works challenged the 'Bang on a Can' status quo, moving the festival
into vital new territory...In the second of these prophetic works - Erik Griswold's
y & 'Strings Attached' - left/right coordination
- W is studied with the help of a large
maypole, with ropes attached to the
sticks of four snare drummers positioned
around the pole. The ropes' vibrations,
and the movements of two other snare
drummers, create visual models for how
waves (sonic or otherwise) are emitted
and received."
- Gregg Wager, Newsday




Eclectic composer-pianist Erik Griswold fuses experimental,
jazz and world music traditions to create works of striking
originality. Specializing in percussion, prepared piano, and
toy instruments, he has created a musical universe all his
own that is “sincere” (neural.it), “playful” (igloo magazine),
“colourful and refreshingly unpretentious” (Paris
Transatlantic). Griswold performs as a soloist, in Clocked
Out Duo (with percussionist Vanessa Tomlinson), and
collaborates with musicians from diverse backgrounds as
well as visual artists, writers, dancers and circus performers.

His compositions for percussion have been performed internationally by
ensembles such as Speak Percussion (Melbourne), Ba Da Boom & Isorhythmos
(Brisbane), Defying Gravity (Perth), Red Fish Blue Fish (San Diego), Los Angeles
Percussion Collective, Tambuco (Mexico City), Schlagwerkensemble
Derndorfer (Linz, Austria) and by many university percussion ensembles.

www.erikgriswold.org

Startlingly fresh imagery....intelligent, intuitive and original. - The Courier Mail
An enchanting world of miniature keyboards, wit, whimsy and unexpected
beauty. - The Age

Clocked Out Productions is the creative outlet of musicians Erik
Griswold and Vanessa Tomlinson. Originally based in Melbourne,
they moved to Brisbane in 2002. Since its inception, Clocked Out
has developed and produced innovative concert series, interarts
performance series, cross-cultural music and dance productions.
Through their many and varied collaborations, they have sought to
bring together musicians, performers and artists from diverse
backgrounds. Their work has often explored the boundaries
between musical styles and artistic disciplines.

o Speak Percussion is Melbourne's most

# diverse percussion arts enterprise, it's activities
’?gPea_ span a wide variety of contexts and genres
ranging from regular music festival concerts to
experimental hybrid-arts  events.  Speak
Percussion presents a cross-section of
percussive arts activity engaging percussion soloists through to large ensembles.
Speak Percussion has collaborated with installation artists, choreographers,
dancers, instrument builders, visual artists, lighting designers, sound designers
and architects Speak has been responsible for commissioning and premiering
many Australian percussion works Speak Percussion toured many capital cities
in Australia and the European continent. Speak Percussion promotes Australian
artists and pushes percussive activities into extraordinary territories.

At the end, the roar from the floor lifted the roof off the primitive performance
space where four young men and one woman dazzled in a display that said all
things positive about contemporary entertainment for the now generation.”

- The Australian
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Dream, Spill, Fear, Percussion

Simple Addition (2004)
For marimba, vibraphone and found objects

Ten feet to nowhere (2007)
For three percussionists

In the Dream (2004)
For percussion sextet

Spill (2007) In collaboration with sculptor Cameron Robbins
For Solo Performer

Interval

Concerto for prepared piano and percussion (2007)

For prepared piano and four percussionists
Commissioned through the generous support of Conrad Gargett Architecture, 2007.

Strings Attached (1999)
For six drummers

Act 1 - 50 minutes
Interval — 20 minutes
Act 2 - 40 minutes
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Performance Space Requirement:

Area:

Rigging:
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To withstand hanging of 25kg

Lighting Requirements:

Sample lighting plot available on request.

Equipment Requirement:

T

1 set
1 set

4 sets

Grand Piano with lid off
Xylophone (at least 3.5 oct.)
Glockenspiel on stand
Marimba (5 oct)
Vibraphone

Chimes

Crotale

Snare Drums on stands
Bongos on stands

Bass Drums on stands
Tom Toms on stands
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China Cymbals
Suspended Cymbal

Hi-hat

Gongs

Gong Rack

Boom Cymbal Stands
Straight Cymbal Stands
Trap Tables

Music Stands

Brake Drums

Wood Blocks

Log Drum (at least 2 pitches)
Rain Sticks
Springs



Clocked Out presents:
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Clocked Out presents:
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Current Productions: The Wide Alley
Kinetic Music
Soundings...
Clocked Out Duo

Artistic Director: Erik Griswold
Artistic Advisor: Vanessa Tomlinson
Manager: Paul Lin

www.clockedout.o rg
info@cloeckedout.org



